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of archaeological and geographical interest are noticed, and upon these the author 
has well defined opinions. 

The work of the translator is excellent, and the vivacity of the French 
language has been well preserved in our more prosaic English. 



THE HITTITE EMPIRE. 



It is scarcely more than ten years since attention became directed in an 
especial manner to the people so often named in Old Testament history as 
Hittites. Students of the Bible have, of course, been familiar with the name ; 
while the decipherment of the inscriptions on Egyptian monuments and the read- 
ing of the papyri revealed the existence of a people in very ancient times, bearing 
the name of Kheta, against whom the most powerful and warlike of the Egyptian 
Pharaohs waged wars that were sometimes of doubtful issue. Very few remains 
of this people, however, had yet been discovered, and their history drew attention 
chiefly in its connection with that of other ancient races. The Hittites and the 
great empire founded by them have now come to the front as a people most 
interesting in themselves, and in their annals as a distinct nationality. In the 
opinion of Marriette Bey, the eminent Egyptologist, one dynasty, at least, of the 
Hyksos kings in Egypt was Hittite, while it may be that the Pharaoh of the story 
of Joseph was himself, also, of that people. Important discoveries resembling 
those in Egypt, touching the same interesting people, have been made in the 
decipherment of Assyrian and Babylonian inscriptions : all going to show that 
during many centuries, in very ancient times, a nation named Kbeta by the Egyp- 
tians, Khattai by the Assyrians, and Hittites by the Hebrews, had occupied Wes- 
tern Asia, powerful enough to contest the supremacy of those mighty empires 
which bore sway along the Euphrates and the Nile. 

Meanwhile biblical critics claimed to find difficulties in Old Testament allu- 
sions to the Hittites. As long ago as 1857, Prof. F. W. Newman, of Oxford, had 
pronounced the Scripture references to this people as "luihistorical;" as "not 
exhibiting the writer's acquaintance with the times in a very favorable light." 
Much more recently another writer, Bev. T. K. Cheyne, also of Oxford, has 
expressed similar views. 

The book here under review is, so far as we know, the first attempt to meet 
fully these and like critical objections, or to bring together in one view all that up 
to this time is known of the people under consideration. The author of the book, 
who has resided in the East during many years, and has travelled extensively 
over the region once embraced in the Hittite empire, was instrumental in secur- 
ing some of the most important of the Hittite inscriptions — those found upon 
blocks of stone in Hamah, or Hamath, in Syria— and has, in the study of these and 
other like records, reached important results. In this labor, as also in the prepara- 
tion of this present work, he has had the cooperation of the eminent scholars 
named in his title-page, together with access to works upon Egyptian and Assyrian 
archaeology most helpful to his purpose. The work so produced, bringing together 
as it does, from many sources, all that has been ascertained on the subject of the 
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ancient Hittite empire, while it shows how rash were the deliverances of those 
critics who with the imperfect information at t'lieir command pronounced the 
Hittite references in the Old Testament "unhistorical," also makes it clear that 
henceforth in all histories of the ancient world account is to be made of an empire 
equal in extent, in power and in resources, to that of Egypt in its best days. 

Tlie name '' Hittite " is derived from that of " Heth," mentioned in Gen. x., 
15, where we read, "And Canaan begat Sidon, his first-born, .and Heth." One 
result of the discoveries made in regard to the Hittites, is to illustrate anew the 
accuracy of that remarkable genealogical chapter, where this verse appears. It 
has been insisted by some that the people just named were Semitic in race and 
origin. Their Hamite character has now been made clear by testimonies fur- 
nished in inscriptions, by the form of Hittite names there found, and by so much 
of their language as so far has been traced. It becomes evident, too, that they 
were in many respects a remarkable people. Dr. Wright mentions the transaction 
of Ephron the Hittite with Abraham as the first " commercial " transaction on 
record. The city in Southern Palestine, Kirjath-Sepher, "City of the Book," 
is now ascertained to have been of Hittite origin, and its name is supposed to indi- 
cate the existence of a Hittite literature as among the earliest yet known. 
Hebron, like " Zoan in Egypt," was founded by them. The earliest diplomatic 
writing upon record, the treaty between the Hittite king, Kheta-sira, and Bameses 
II. of Egypt, following the great battle of Kadesh, celebrated in the famous poem 
of Pentaur, was in the Hittite tongue. The same people are regarded as having 
been among the first to have a written language, and the characters now 
found in the Hittite inscriptions recently brought to light, are said by those 
expert in such matters to be older than the Greek, the Phoenician, or the Cypriote. 
In the book now under review. Dr. Isaac Taylor, a competent authority, is quoted 
as saying of the Hittites : " They were one of the most powerful peoples of the 
primeval world, their empire extending from the frontier of Egypt to the shores 
of the ^gean, and like the Babylonians and the Egyptians, they possessed a cul- 
ture, an art, and a script peculiar to themselves, and plainly of indigenous origin." 

There is reason to believe that the new page in ancient history turned in the 
study of what may be learned of this remarkable people will be found to be one 
of exceeding interest. Thus far the inscriptions found in the language used by 
them are few in number, and the characters difficult of decipherment. But the 
key to them has been discovered and the work of reading them is progressing. 
The interest so awakened will doubtless lead to the discovery of other inscrip- 
tions, while the reading of these ancient records will be a fresh element of inter- 
est in that archaeological research whose fruits are already so abundant and so 
rich. Students of history will be glad to know more of this empire, which seems 
to have grown into power before either Babylon or Assyria, and whose annals run 
from the nineteenth century before Christ to the eighth, a period more than a 
thousand years ; whose chief cities, Carchemish on the Euphrates and Kadesh on 
the Orontes, once might be named along with Memphis and Thebes, and Babylon 
and jSTineveh ; whose history was interlaced in so many ways with that of Israel, 
its warriors becoming famous in the army of David and its women in tlie harem of 
Solomon ; — and whose final fall occurred almost at the very time that the ten tribes 
of Israel were '• carried away captive beyond Babylon ;" its chief city Carchemish, 
being overthrown by the successor, Sargon, of the Shalmaneser, by whom Sama- 
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ria was destroyed, and its inhabitants carried into a captivity identical with that 
of the tribes themselves. 

The work here noticed has been received with much favor in England. Its 
republication in this country is a most important contribution to historical 
and archseological study, while also of value in its connection with Old Testament 
criticism. We give it a most cordial welcome, and earnestly commend it to those 
interested in that line of research, of which it is one of the most valuable of recent 
fruits. J. A. S. 
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